
Developing a search strategy



1. Finding too many results

The pitfalls of searching



1. Finding too few or no results at all

The pitfalls of searching



Example research topic:

Bullying among boys in secondary schools

The solution: develop a search strategy



Bullying among boys in secondary schools

Identify key concepts



Think about alternative keywords

Research Topic: Bullying among boys in secondary schools

Row 

1

Concept 1:

Bullying

Concept 2:

Boys 

Concept 3:

Secondary schools

Row 

2



Think about alternative keywords

Research Topic: Bullying among boys in secondary schools

Row 1 Concept 1:

Bullying

Concept 2:

Boys 

Concept 3:

Secondary schools

Row 2 Harassment

Victimisation

Physical

Verbal

Fighting

Teasing

Cyber-bullying

Aggressive behaviour

Young men

Males

Adolescents

Teenagers

Youths

Young people

Gender

High schools

Post-primary education

Private schools

State schools

Colleges

GCSE

A level

KS3 / Key Stage Three






