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By the end of this 
session, you will be 
able to:

Construct simple and 

complex searches

Navigate filters

Understand effective search 

query techniques

Save and export results

Extract further information 

from your results
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What we’ll cover
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DEMO AND 
PRACTICE 

BASIC 
SEARCHES

EXPERIMENT 
WITH FILTERS

THE PRINCIPLES 
BEHIND 

CONSTRUCTING 
A SEARCH

TESTING AND 
COMBINING 

SEARCH TOOL

HIGHLIGHT 
FEATURES IN 

SCOPUS



What search tools do you 
currently use for your 
research?

Answer our poll
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What is Scopus?

• An abstract and citation database 

containing 94million+ records from over 

7000+ publishers

• Covers the sciences, medicine and 

social sciences

• Contains peer-reviewed journals, books 

and conference papers

• Also limited pre-print articles 2million+, 

from 2017 onwards

• Predominantly coverage of Europe and 

North America but includes some global 

content
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Image from Scopus

NO DATABASE COVERS 
EVERYTHING



Our research question:

Can you produce music 

with artificial intelligence?
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Let’s look at Scopus
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Sign in to SOLO to access Scopus
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Open SOLO 

– link

Sign in with 

SSO

Search for 

Scopus

Click Online 

access

Then click Link 

to database



How to plan a search
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Ask a clear research question

• e.g. Can you produce music with artificial intelligence?

Break the question into search concepts:

• e.g. Thing being tested, method, outcome, comparisons.

Develop search terms and synonyms

• Music generation, music composition, artificial intelligence, AI

Combine terms into a search strategy using Boolean connectors

• e.g. “Music generation” AND (“artificial intelligence” OR AI)

Find more terms from retrieved records whilst you are searching



Can you produce music with 

artificial intelligence?

Breaking down 
a research 
topic in 
concepts

Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3 Concept 4

Ideas
Thing being 

tested
Method Outcome Comparisons

E.g.s Music 
Generation

Artificial Intelligence new music n/a



Generate concepts, choose your keywords,
search

Concept 1 Concept 2

Thing being tested Method

Keywords • Music generation • Artificial Intelligence

• Music creation • AI

Synonyms
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Generate concepts, choose your keywords,
search

Concept 1 Concept 2

Thing being tested Method

Keywords • Music generation • Artificial Intelligence

• Music creation • AI

Synonyms • Music composition • Machine learning
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Wildcard and phrases
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Truncation

• *

• music prod* for production, produced,...

British and American Spelling

• ?

• Characteri?ation

Phrases

• “”

• search for phrase, will usually look for plurals & some spelling variations

• “artificial intelligence"



Tools unique to Scopus
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Proximity operators

• W/n searches for a word or phrase within n words of another 
phrase

• Music W/2 production

• PRE/n searches for a word or phrase n words before the next word

• Deep PRE/2 intelligence

• Don’t combine PRE/n and W/n in the same search

Phrases

• {} search for the exact phrase, no variations

• {artificial intelligence}

Search within

• Article titles, Abstract, Keyword

• Recommended field for general searching



Boolean operators
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• AND – includes

• OR – broadens out

• NOT – excludes



Mix and match 

• Mix and match your search 

terms, wildcards and operators

• Get wider pools of more accurate 

results

• Search, search and search 

again….
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Now it's your turn! 

Search the following search strings and 

compare results:
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artificial intelligence
AND 
music composition

"artificial intelligence"
AND
“music composition”

"artificial intelligence"
AND 
music* PRE/0 ( compos* OR 
generat* OR produc* )



Top tips

Check your search history and 

combine your previous searches

Create an account to save your 

searches and set search alerts
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Top tips

You can export references directly 

from Scopus

Analyse results can give background 

information on your results

Scopus also allows access to 

PrePrints, patents, metrics data and 

more.
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Any questions?

• If you think of something after the 

session, please contact us

•alessandra.vetrugno@

bodleian.ox.ac.uk

• rachel.scanlon@

bodleian.ox.ac.uk
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