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What is a web archive?
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Portico
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What is the UK Web Archive?

The UK Web Archive (UKWA) 
collects millions of UK websites 
each year, preserving them for 
future generations. 
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UKWA Mission
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How long have we been archiving the UK 
web?

2005 - Collecting websites on a selective basis 
only, with permission of the owners. Thousands 
of websites in 15 years.

2013 - Collecting websites under Non-Print Legal 
Deposit Act regulations (without owners 
permission). Millions of websites every year.
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How frequently do we collect the web?

‘Everything’ - Once per year as part of our 
‘Annual Domain Crawl’

Selected ‘targets’ (including News) - Daily, 
Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly, Six-monthly
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Access to the collections

Thousands of websites - Available from 
anywhere

Millions of websites - Only available in the 
reading rooms of a UK Legal Deposit Library 
(nine locations).
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www.webarchive.org.uk (1)
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www.webarchive.org.uk (2)
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100s of curated collections
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London French Special Collection
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Open data - data.webarchive.org.uk
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data.webarchive.org.uk
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SHINE - www.webarchive.org.uk/shine (1)
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SHINE - www.webarchive.org.uk/shine (2)
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buddah.projects.history.ac.uk/bursaries
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GLAM Workbench - Jupyter Notebooks
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glam-workbench.net/web-archives/
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Other web archives

● UK Government Web Archive: 
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/webarchive/

● UK Parliamentary Web Archive: 
https://archives.parliament.uk/online-
resources/web-archive/

● National Library of Ireland: 
https://www.nli.ie/en/web_archive.aspx

● Common Crawl: http://commoncrawl.org/
● Internet Archive: https://archive.org/



22bl.uk

Useful UKWA links

Email: jason.webber@bl.uk
Twitter: @UKWebArchive

www.webarchive.org.uk
www.webarchive.org.uk/shine
data.webarchive,org.uk
www.webarchive.org.uk/blog
glam-workbench.github.io/
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