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Why archive web pages myself?

Not just websites!

Image: https://digitalbevaring.dk/

https://digitalbevaring.dk/


Web page(s) not archived by UKWA or 
other web archiving programme

Why DIY…



Web page(s) is archived, but is broken or 
incomplete

Why DIY…



Requirement for an offline copy

Why DIY…

Image: No Wifi by Sergey Demushkin from 
NounProject.com



Requirement for a different format, e.g. 
social media data

Why DIY…



Files required for project documentation, 
research data management, or personal 

digital archiving 

Why DIY…

Image: https://digitalbevaring.dk/

https://digitalbevaring.dk/


• When citing a web resource in 
a publication

• As soon as a new web page 
goes online

• Before big changes (e.g. 
upgrade) or deletion of out-
of-date content

• Before migrating to a new 
service or platform

When to DIY…

Image: https://digitalbevaring.dk/

https://digitalbevaring.dk/


Web pages evolve –
if you don’t begin 
collecting at 
the point of 
publication, the 
record of changes 
over time will be lost



Link Rot Link Drift

Study conducted by Harvard Law School:
>70% of links in a sample of law journals don’t work 
>50% of links in Supreme Court opinions don’t work

Web page(s) 
disappears or returns 
an error (404)

Content on web page 
or entire domain 
changes

Harvard Law study: https://perma.cc/48QZ-DT6L

https://perma.cc/48QZ-DT6L


DIY Approaches



• Check other web 
archives – it might 
already be archived

• Ask a web archive to do 
it for you (nominate a 
web page(s))

• Manually capture a web 
page(s) with a  
Webrecorder tool

• Download code and files 
for cheap & cheerful 
local copy

• Use a citation service
• Harvest machine-

readable data (social 
media)

• Download your data 
directly from a platform



Check other web archives…

https://timetravel.mementoweb.org/

https://timetravel.mementoweb.org/


Check other web archives… https://ox.ac.uk

etc etc

https://oc.ac.uk/


Check other web archives…

https://web.archive.org/

https://web.archive.org/


Ask a web archive to do it for you …

https://web.archive.org/save/

https://web.archive.org/save/


http://www.webarchive.org.uk
/en/ukwa/info/nominate

Save a UK Website

http://www.webarchive.org.uk/en/ukwa/info/nominate


Manually capture a web page(s) with Webrecorder...

https://webrecorder.net/

https://webrecorder.net/


Download code and files for cheap & cheerful local copy…

https://www.httrack.com/

https://www.httrack.com/


Use a citation service…

https://perma.cc/

Disclaimer: Paid Service (legal publications)  

https://perma.cc/


Harvest machine-readable data (social media) …

https://scholarslab.
github.io/learn-

twarc/

https://scholarslab.github.io/learn-twarc/


Harvest machine-readable data (social media) …

https://social-feed-manager.readthedocs.io/

https://social-feed-manager.readthedocs.io/


Harvest machine-readable data (social media) …

https://tags.hawksey.
info/

https://tags.hawksey.info/


Download your data directly from a platform…



Download your data directly from a platform…



Download your data directly from a platform…



Now for a 
Demo





Webrecorder 

Toolset

http://webrecorder.net/

http://webrecorder.net/


Crawler vs Webrecorder

• Automated
• Capable of capturing 

high volume of URLs
• Typically captures 

minimal metadata
• Doesn’t always capture 

AV or dynamic content
• Requires IT 

configuration and 
institutional 
infrastructure

• Manual
• More effective for 

small number of URLs
• Supports close 

qualitative analysis 
and more detailed 
metadata

• Excels at capturing 
high fidelity copies

• Easy to use for non-
experts



https://webrecorder.net/

https://webrecorder.net/




• Application Programming 
Interface – backdoor to 
platform

• Harvest the underlying data

• Machine-readable 
(JSON, XML)

• Rich metadata

• Only available on certain 
platforms

API Harvesting
• Licenced under Terms of 

Service

• Supports linking datasets 
from different sources

• More complex personal 
data issues



APIs



Twitter Data



Tweet 
Elements



Twitter Terms & Conditions: Re-sharing

https://medium.com/on-
archivy/twitters-developer-policies-
for-researchers-archivists-and-
librarians-63e9ba0433b2

https://medium.com/on-archivy/twitters-developer-policies-for-researchers-archivists-and-librarians-63e9ba0433b2


https://tags.hawksey.
info/

https://tags.hawksey.info/


Questions?

@sdaythomsonSara.Thomson@ed.ac.uk


