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ESRC Data Management Plan

Data generated in ‘Creating Hackney as Home’ will consist of visual media (films and diaries) and transcripts of
discussion generated online and in the research team’s workshops and debriefing sessions. These will require
different forms of management, and differing considerations with regard to confidentiality, ethics, security and
copyright. The following sections will provide an overview of how the data will be optimally managed and stored
to enable data sharing.

Assessment of existing data

It is necessary for this project to create new data in order to address the research aim and objectives. As noted
in the Case for Support, while there are several databases that contain material relating to questions of youth
and belonging, these studies do not include qualitative data, nor are they disaggregated to the study of particular
localities. The quantitative nature of existing datasets does not allow for the participation of young people in the
generation or analysis of their data, nor for the elaboration of the individual meanings that a place can hold. The
qualitative, participatory approach adopted in the ‘Creating Hackney as Home’ project enables affective links
between the built environment and young people to be explored to generate a more nuanced understanding of
how a sense of belonging can be generated in particular places. Existing, published, data will be referred to in
this study, in particular, population studies of Hackney that will provide background data to highlight the shifts in
demographic composition in the locality. However, this material will be cited using usual academic conventions
so that all sources are acknowledged and can be easily found by other researchers.

Information on new data

Primary data to be created will include short films, video diaries and transcripts of online discussion forums. Six
short films will be made by the peer research assistants (PRAS) involved in the project. Production will be
assisted by a professional film company, Mouth That Roars, that specialises in working with young people in the
UK and internationally. The films will be scripted, shot and edited by the PRAs, and then publically broadcast
online as part of the second phase of the study, eliciting feedback from viewers. Visual analysis of the films will
provide the primary data for the study, generating a qualitative coding system of significant themes, concepts
and categories with which to inform the analysis of the diaries and online discussion. However, the films will also
be screened in public as part of the dissemination and impact plan for the study. For this reason the films will be
issued with a creative commons license, so that the material can be reused but not for profit or modification by
others.

The films, thematically connected by a common focus on home and belonging, will be used to elicit responses
from a virtual audience generated through the PRA’s online social networking that draws viewers to the research
website where the films will be broadcast. An interactive discussion board will enable viewers to comment on
the films. All participants in this part of the study will need to register online, providing basic demographic details
and ‘signing’ their consent to participate. The discussion board will be active for three months, moderated by
PRAs and the RA. Transcripts of the online discussion will form the data from this phase of the study, analysed
using, and building on, the qualitative coding developed in the visual analysis of the films.

Data generated in the visual analysis of the films and the interactive discussion board will address Objectives 1-3
in particular. Objective 4 focuses on the evaluation of the project's use of participatory visual methods
incorporating youth oriented online broadcasting media, for which data will be derived from video diaries and
debriefing workshops involving the research team. Video diaries will be kept by each of the PRASs to generate
reflexive accounts of the research process. PRAs will be asked to record at least once a week for the duration of
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their involvement in the project, with the length of each recording determined by each participant. These
recordings will include their reflections, not only on the central themes of the research (home and belonging in
Hackney), but observations on the research process as a whole. Analysis of this material will include
documenting changing shifts in understandings of the central themes of home and belonging as well as the
impact of their participation in the project. Material from the diaries used in future publications will be anonymised
to maintain confidentiality. Recordings and transcripts of initial and final evaluative workshops, and debriefing
sessions after each stage of the project will also be codified and analysed qualitatively, to assess the impact and
limitations of the study.

Quality assurance of data

While data for the research will be generated and sourced by PRAs, quality will be maintained by building in
preparation time and the consistent involvement of the senior research team in training and mentoring the PRAs.
An initial workshop (5 days) will be held before data generation begins to introduce PRAs to the principles of
research and the central objectives of the study. Ethical guidelines and conduct protocols will be established that
apply to all the team. Film quality will be assured through the experience of the film production company, Mouth
That Roars (MTR), who specialise in working collaboratively with young people, including hard-to-reach and
estate-based youth. The timetable is flexible to accommodate the needs of young people and regular meetings
will be scheduled to go over the progress of the study. The presence of a youth worker from Immediate Theatre
(IT) throughout the project will assist in maintaining continuity between the research team and the young people.

Back-up and security of data

During the life of the study, all original recordings and transcripts will be securely stored on the Open University’s
server. Hard copies of the material will be securely stored as back up. Documents that include sensitive data,
such as personal information, will be password protected.

Expected difficulties in data sharing

There are no expected difficulties related to data sharing. Ethical considerations will be maintained at all times,
including anonymising data where appropriate. Further details on ethics can be found on the JeS.

Copyright/Intellectual Property Right

Open University will maintain ownership of the data generated in the research project, including findings that
stem from the visual analysis. However, the films created by the PRAs will be granted a Creative Commons
license as they will be publically broadcast. This license will allow for the films to be reused without financial gain
or modification. The benefit of granting this license is that this is an innovative aspect of the research and it is an
intention of the project to observe how the films are used and by whom, and the type of discussion they generate
linked through social networking sites.

Responsibilities
Primary responsibility for managing data in the research team will be the RA with oversight from the PI. Details
are provided in the JeS.

Preparation of data for sharing and archiving

On completion of the study, key documentation outlining the research process (methods etc.) as well as both
visual and transcript material, will be compiled and archived in the ESDS Qualidata catalogue of the Social Data
Service. Given that much of the data will be electronic its preparation for archiving and sharing will be minimal.



